
International Journal of Humanities Social Sciences and Education (IJHSSE) 

Volume 10, Issue 9, September 2023, PP 10-19 

ISSN 2349-0373 (Print) & ISSN 2349-0381 (Online) 

https://doi.org/10.20431/2349-0381.1009002 

www.arcjournals.org 

 

 

International Journal of Humanities Social Sciences and Education (IJHSSE)                                 Page | 10 

A Corpus Study on the Technical Words Occurring in the First 

Year Higher National Diploma in English 

A.B. Ishani Premasiri 

Srilanka 

 

 

Abstract: The field of accountancy is crucial for businesses and organizations, providing valuable financial information 

for decision-making, regulatory compliance, and overall financial health assessment. Higher National Diploma in 

Accountancy (HNDA) programs serve as an essential stepping stone for individuals aspiring to pursue a successful career 

in this field. As part of the first-year curriculum for HNDA, students are introduced to a plethora of technical terms and 

specialized language unique to the domain of accountancy. These terms play a pivotal role in establishing a strong 

foundation for the students and prepare them for advanced courses in subsequent years. While educational institutions 

have continuously strived to deliver high-quality teaching materials and lectures, there is limited research on the specific 

technical words that are most prevalent in the first-year HNDA program. This lack of comprehensive information creates 

challenges for educators in designing targeted teaching strategies to ensure students' optimal understanding and retention 

of subject matter. To address this research gap, the current study aims to conduct a thorough corpus analysis of technical 

words occurring in the first-year HNDA program. A corpus is a structured collection of written or spoken texts, which, in 

this context, will be comprised of textbooks, lecture notes, and other relevant study materials used in the HNDA program. 

By utilizing corpus linguistics techniques, the study seeks to identify and analyze the most frequent and contextually 

significant technical words encountered by first-year HNDA students. The research will involve collecting a substantial 

corpus and employing advanced software tools to extract relevant data, including frequency counts, concordances, and 

collocations. Additionally, the study will investigate the semantic relationships between technical terms to uncover their 

interconnections and conceptual hierarchies. The findings of this study will hold substantial implications for both 

academia and industry. Educators will gain valuable insights into the specific technical words that demand focused 

attention during lectures and tutorials. Furthermore, the research outcomes will enable curriculum designers to optimize 

the syllabus, incorporating the most relevant and crucial technical vocabulary. The study aims to create a substantial 

corpus that adequately represents the first-year HNDA program's teaching materials. While the size of the corpus will 

depend on the availability of relevant texts, efforts will be made to ensure it is sufficiently large and diverse to draw 

meaningful conclusions. The corpus will consist of authentic and authoritative texts commonly used in the first-year 

HNDA program. This includes textbooks, lecture notes, academic papers, and other study materials endorsed by 

reputable educational institutions offering HNDA programs. The study acknowledges certain limitations, such as 

potential bias in the selection of study materials and the exclusion of spoken language data. Additionally, the study's 

scope is limited to the HNDA program, and the results may not be directly applicable to other accounting education levels 

or professional certifications. The methodology that is used for the research is a mixture of the quantitative and deductive 

techniques. Also the methodology will be focused towards obtaining primary and as well as secondary data for the 

research to satisfy the containing research objectives. Research methodology alludes to the general method, strategies 

and structure received to complete the research (Saharan & Boogie, 2010). This research methodology has a primary and 

a secondary research segments. This is shown in detail by the following research design diagram. The primary research 

segment consists of a pilot survey and a questionnaire while the secondary research segment is basically focused on a 

thorough examination of already published works on the subject. The questionnaire will have geo demographic questions 

while the survey will include LIKERT questions to determine the outcomes of the questionnaire particularly the 

dependability. Primary data will be analyzed by using appropriate software and the results will be presented in the forms 

of graphs, tables and diagrams. To conduct a corpus study of technical words, researchers typically use specialized 

software that can analyze large amounts of text and identify patterns in language use. This software may be able to 

identify commonly used technical terms, track how often certain words are used in specific contexts, and even identify 

patterns of usage based on factors such as the author's background, the field of study, or the intended audience. The 

results of the study indicate that technical vocabulary and language proficiency play significant roles in students' 

performance through corpus study of technical words. Higher levels of technical vocabulary and language proficiency are 

associated with better understanding of technical texts, which ultimately enhances performance. Additionally, academic 

performance was found to have a positive impact on overall performance, indicating the importance of achieving high 

grades in accountancy-related subjects. Career readiness, although weakly correlated, still showed a positive relationship 

with students' performance through corpus study of technical words. This suggests that having a level of preparedness 

and proficiency in professional skills can positively influence performance outcomes. It is important to note that the study 

has certain limitations, including a relatively small sample size and reliance on self-reported measures. These limitations 

should be taken into consideration when interpreting the findings and generalizing them to other contexts. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background 

The field of accountancy is crucial for businesses and organizations, providing valuable financial 

information for decision-making, regulatory compliance, and overall financial health assessment. 

Higher National Diploma in Accountancy (HNDA) programs serve as an essential stepping stone for 

individuals aspiring to pursue a successful career in this field. 

In recent years, the complexity and diversity of the financial landscape have grown significantly, 

driven by advancements in technology, changes in regulations, and globalization. Consequently, the 

demand for skilled accountants equipped with a comprehensive understanding of technical jargon and 

concepts has increased substantially. 

As part of the first-year curriculum for HNDA, students are introduced to a plethora of technical terms 

and specialized language unique to the domain of accountancy. These terms play a pivotal role in 

establishing a strong foundation for the students and prepare them for advanced courses in subsequent 

year. 

While educational institutions have continuously strived to deliver high-quality teaching materials and 

lectures, there is limited research on the specific technical words that are most prevalent in the first-

year HNDA program. This lack of comprehensive information creates challenges for educators in 

designing targeted teaching strategies to ensure students' optimal understanding and retention of 

subject matter. 

To address this research gap, the current study aims to conduct a thorough corpus analysis of technical 

words occurring in the first-year HNDA program. A corpus is a structured collection of written or 

spoken texts, which, in this context, will be comprised of textbooks, lecture notes, and other relevant 

study materials used in the HNDA program. 

By utilizing corpus linguistics techniques, the study seeks to identify and analyze the most frequent 

and contextually significant technical words encountered by first-year HNDA students. The research 

will involve collecting a substantial corpus and employing advanced software tools to extract relevant 

data, including frequency counts, concordances, and collocations. Additionally, the study will 

investigate the semantic relationships between technical terms to uncover their interconnections and 

conceptual hierarchies. 

The findings of this study will hold substantial implications for both academia and industry. Educators 

will gain valuable insights into the specific technical words that demand focused attention during 

lectures and tutorials. Furthermore, the research outcomes will enable curriculum designers to 

optimize the syllabus, incorporating the most relevant and crucial technical vocabulary. 

From an industry perspective, the study's results will provide valuable guidance to employers seeking 

competent accountants and financial professionals. The identified technical words can serve as 

essential criteria for evaluating the proficiency of aspiring candidates, ensuring that they possess the 

requisite knowledge and skills to excel in their roles. 

Overall, the corpus study aims to contribute significantly to the enhancement of the first-year HNDA 

curriculum, ultimately empowering students to become proficient and successful accounting 

professionals in a dynamic and challenging financial environment. 

1.2. Scope of the Study 

The corpus study of technical words in the first-year Higher National Diploma in Accountancy 

(HNDA) program will be conducted within specific parameters to ensure a focused and 

comprehensive analysis. The scope of the study encompasses the following aspects: 

First-Year HNDA Curriculum: The study will solely focus on the technical words encountered in the 

first-year HNDA program. It will include subjects and courses typically offered in the initial year of 

the HNDA curriculum, such as financial accounting, management accounting, principles of 

economics, business mathematics, and business communication. Advanced or specialized courses 

from subsequent years will be excluded from this analysis. 
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Technical Terminology: The primary focus of the study will be on technical words and specialized 

jargon specific to the field of accountancy. This includes terms related to financial reporting, auditing, 

taxation, budgeting, cost accounting, and other core accounting concepts. General business-related 

terms that are not exclusive to accounting will be excluded from the analysis. 

Corpus Size: The study aims to create a substantial corpus that adequately represents the first-year 

HNDA program's teaching materials. While the size of the corpus will depend on the availability of 

relevant texts, efforts will be made to ensure it is sufficiently large and diverse to draw meaningful 

conclusions. 

Corpus Sources: The corpus will consist of authentic and authoritative texts commonly used in the 

first-year HNDA program. This includes textbooks, lecture notes, academic papers, and other study 

materials endorsed by reputable educational institutions offering HNDA programs. 

Data Collection Method: The data for the corpus will be collected through a systematic and unbiased 

approach. Efforts will be made to obtain a representative sample of technical words from each subject 

within the first-year HNDA curriculum. 

Corpus Linguistics Techniques: The study will employ corpus linguistics techniques to analyze the 

collected data. Frequency counts, concordances, and collocations will be used to identify the most 

frequently occurring technical words and their contexts of use. 

Semantic Analysis: The research will involve a semantic analysis of technical words to explore their 

relationships and conceptual hierarchies. This will enable a deeper understanding of the 

interconnections between different technical terms. 

Limitations: The study acknowledges certain limitations, such as potential bias in the selection of 

study materials and the exclusion of spoken language data. Additionally, the study's scope is limited 

to the HNDA program, and the results may not be directly applicable to other accounting education 

levels or professional certifications. 

The findings of this study will contribute valuable insights into the essential technical words required 

for students pursuing the first-year HNDA program. It will provide educators with a basis for 

designing effective teaching strategies and curriculum enhancements, ensuring that students are well-

equipped with the necessary technical vocabulary to excel in their accounting careers. Furthermore, 

the study's scope will enable a targeted investigation, leading to practical implications for both 

academia and the accounting industry. 

1.3. Research Gap 

Despite the significance of technical vocabulary in the field of accountancy and its critical role in the 

first-year Higher National Diploma in Accountancy (HNDA) program, there is a notable research gap 

regarding the comprehensive analysis of technical words encountered by students during this crucial 

stage of their accounting education. The existing literature lacks a thorough corpus-based study that 

specifically focuses on the technical terminology relevant to the first-year HNDA curriculum. 

The key research gap can be outlined as follows: 

Limited Corpus Studies: While corpus linguistics has been widely used in various linguistic studies, 

there is a lack of corpus-based research specifically tailored to the first-year HNDA program. 

Previous studies often focus on general language corpora or may explore specialized domains other 

than accounting, leading to a scarcity of targeted research in the context of accounting education. 

Specificity to HNDA Program: Many existing studies examining technical words in accounting 

education tend to concentrate on bachelor's or master's degree programs. The unique characteristics of 

the first-year HNDA program are often overlooked, such as its role as a foundational level for 

students starting their accounting journey. Consequently, there is a lack of detailed insights into the 

specific technical words that are most relevant and crucial for HNDA students. 

Pedagogical Implications: While some studies touch upon the importance of technical vocabulary in 

accounting education, there is a dearth of research that translates the findings into actionable 

pedagogical implications. Understanding the most frequent technical words and their contexts is 

crucial for designing targeted teaching strategies that cater to the needs of first-year HNDA students, 

enhancing their comprehension and retention of subject matter. 
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Industry Relevance: Another research gap lies in the practical application of corpus-based findings in 

the accounting industry. Identifying the technical words most prevalent in the first-year HNDA 

program can have implications beyond academia. Employers seek accountants proficient in the 

specialized language of the profession, and a corpus study could assist in aligning educational 

outcomes with industry demands. 

Lack of Recent Studies: As the field of accountancy and its terminology evolve with changing 

financial landscapes, there is a need for up-to-date research. Many existing studies on technical words 

in accounting education may not reflect the current trends and developments in the accounting 

industry. 

Addressing these research gaps through a comprehensive corpus study will provide valuable insights 

into the specific technical vocabulary encountered by first-year HNDA students. The findings will 

offer a strong foundation for educators to refine their teaching approaches and curriculum designers to 

optimize the syllabus. Additionally, the study's outcomes will have practical implications for the 

accounting industry, ensuring that graduates possess the necessary technical language skills to 

succeed in their professional roles. 

1.4. Limitations 

While the corpus study of technical words in the first-year Higher National Diploma in Accountancy 

(HNDA) program aims to provide valuable insights, it is essential to acknowledge certain limitations 

that may impact the scope and generalizability of the findings: 

Corpus Size and Representativeness: The size of the corpus may be limited by the availability of 

relevant and authentic texts used in the first-year HNDA program. As a result, the corpus might not 

fully represent the entire range of technical words encountered by students. Additionally, there may 

be variations in the representation of different subjects, potentially affecting the overall balance and 

representativeness of the study. 

Data Source Selection: The study relies on the quality and accuracy of the selected data sources, 

which could introduce bias. While efforts will be made to choose authoritative and widely used 

educational materials, variations in terminology and pedagogy across different institutions and 

educators may impact the findings. 

Exclusion of Spoken Language: The corpus analysis will focus solely on written texts, excluding 

spoken language data. As a result, insights into the technical vocabulary used in accounting 

discussions, lectures, and tutorials may be limited, despite its relevance to students' understanding and 

communication in real-world accounting scenarios. 

First-Year Focus: The study exclusively examines the technical words encountered in the first-year 

HNDA program. It does not delve into the technical vocabulary that students might encounter in 

subsequent years or in advanced accounting courses. Therefore, the findings may not provide a 

complete picture of the technical language requirements throughout the entire HNDA program. 

Limited Generalizability: While the study aims to provide insights into the technical words relevant to 

the first-year HNDA program, the results may not be directly applicable to other accounting education 

levels or different accounting certification programs. The unique curriculum and learning objectives 

of each program may introduce variations in the technical vocabulary encountered by students. 

Dynamic Nature of Accounting Terminology: The accounting field is subject to continuous changes 

due to evolving financial regulations, standards, and industry practices. The corpus analysis may not 

capture the latest accounting terminologies and emerging trends, as the study's findings are based on a 

fixed point in time. 

Lack of Contextual Nuances: The study's focus on frequency counts and collocations may provide 

insights into the occurrence of technical words, but it may not capture the intricate contextual nuances 

and variations in meaning that could arise in specific accounting contexts. 

Despite these limitations, the corpus study remains valuable in identifying key technical words and 

providing a foundation for enhancing accounting education in the first-year HNDA program. 

Researchers, educators, and industry stakeholders should interpret the findings while considering the 

study's constraints to effectively implement its implications for educational and professional purposes. 
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2. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

The research objectives of the thesis "A Corpus Study of Technical Words Occurring in First Year 

Higher National Diploma in Accountancy (HNDA)" are as follows: 

To Identify Technical Words: The primary objective is to identify and compile a comprehensive list 

of technical words encountered in the first-year HNDA program. This involves collecting relevant 

texts from textbooks, lecture notes, and study materials used in the curriculum. 

To Analyze Frequency and Context: The study aims to analyze the frequency of occurrence of each 

identified technical word in the corpus. Additionally, it seeks to examine the contexts in which these 

technical words are used to understand their specific meanings and usages. 

To Explore Semantic Relationships: The research objective is to explore the semantic relationships 

between technical words encountered in the first-year HNDA program. This involves investigating 

collocations and associations between different technical terms, providing insights into their 

interconnectedness and conceptual hierarchies. 

To Provide Pedagogical Implications: The thesis aims to translate the corpus-based findings into 

practical pedagogical implications for educators in the first-year HNDA program. This objective 

involves recommending targeted teaching strategies and approaches to enhance students' 

comprehension and retention of technical vocabulary. 

3. LITERATURE REVIEW  

3.1. Theoretical Overview 

Corpus Linguistics 

Corpus linguistics is a theoretical and methodological framework that involves the systematic analysis 

of large collections of texts (corpora). It allows researchers to study language patterns, frequency of 

word usage, collocations, and semantic relationships within a specific domain. For this research topic, 

corpus linguistics provides a foundation for analyzing the technical words encountered in the HNDA 

program. 

Corpus linguistics has emerged as a powerful theoretical and methodological framework for 

investigating language use within specific domains, offering valuable insights into the frequency, 

patterns, and semantic relationships of words and phrases. With its ability to systematically analyze 

large collections of texts (corpora), corpus linguistics becomes a pivotal tool for exploring technical 

vocabulary encountered in various fields, including the Higher National Diploma in Accountancy 

(HNDA) program. In this context, corpus linguistics provides a solid foundation for examining the 

specialized language and terminology essential for aspiring accountants, enabling researchers to 

uncover linguistic patterns, collocations, and cognitive underpinnings that influence language use 

within the accounting domain. 

Frequency Analysis of Technical Words 

One of the core strengths of corpus linguistics is its ability to analyze the frequency of word usage 

within a given corpus. For the study of technical words in the first-year HNDA program, corpus 

linguistics allows researchers to identify the most commonly occurring terms, providing valuable 

insights into the essential vocabulary that students must master. For instance, a corpus analysis of 

accounting textbooks and lecture materials can reveal the recurring technical words in areas such as 

financial reporting, auditing, and taxation (Johnson, 2018). By quantifying the frequency of these 

terms, educators can prioritize teaching efforts, ensuring that students grasp the most frequently used 

technical vocabulary relevant to their future accounting careers. 

Collocation Analysis and Conceptual Associations 

Corpus linguistics enables researchers to examine collocations, which are combinations of words that 

frequently appear together in specific contexts. In the context of accounting education, collocation 

analysis can uncover the relationships between technical words and other linguistic elements, such as 

prepositions and verbs. For instance, the collocation "balance sheet" frequently co-occurs with verbs 

like "prepare" and "review," providing insights into the common actions associated with this financial 

statement (Smith et al., 2020). Understanding these collocations aids students in comprehending the 

real-world applications of technical terms and reinforces their conceptual associations. 
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Semantic Relationships and Conceptual Metaphors 

Theoretical frameworks such as conceptual metaphor theory complement corpus linguistics in 

understanding the cognitive aspects of language use. Accounting terminologies often rely on 

metaphorical expressions to convey abstract concepts. For example, the metaphorical association of 

"profit" with "up" and "loss" with "down" influences the language used to describe financial outcomes 

(Lakoff & Johnson, 1980). A corpus analysis coupled with metaphor theory can reveal the prevalence 

of such conceptual metaphors and their impact on students' understanding of technical words in the 

HNDA program. 

Terminology Theory and Domain-Specific Vocabulary 

Terminology theory plays a crucial role in analyzing domain-specific vocabularies, and it aligns well 

with the study of technical words encountered in the first-year HNDA program. Within accounting, 

terminology theory explores the principles of term formation, highlighting how specific technical 

words are derived from the discipline's core concepts (Budin, 2017). Incorporating terminology theory 

into the corpus study can help identify the key terminological units that form the foundation of 

accounting education. For instance, "double-entry accounting" is a central term that embodies a 

fundamental accounting concept and exemplifies the importance of precise terminology in the HNDA 

program. 

3.2. Research Approach  

The methodology that is used for the research is a mixture of the quantitative and deductive    

techniques. Also the methodology will be focused towards obtaining primary and as well as secondary 

data for the research to satisfy the containing research objectives. Research methodology alludes to 

the general method, strategies and structure received to complete the research (Saharan & Boogie, 

2010). This research methodology has a primary and a secondary research segments. This is shown in 

detail by the following research design diagram. The primary research segment consists of a pilot 

survey and a questionnaire while the secondary research segment is basically focused on a thorough 

examination of already published works on the subject. The questionnaire will have geo demographic 

questions while the survey will include LIKERT  questions to determine the outcomes of the 

questionnaire particularly the dependability. Primary data will be analyzed by using appropriate 

software and the results will be presented in the forms of graphs, tables and diagrams.  

Research is conducted to find new knowledge or improve the existing knowledge. Therefore, 

researcher needs to systematically arrange the whole research so that one would identify the necessary 

data, collect these data and interpret them (Kothari, 2004). This would assist the researcher in 

answering the said research questions so that it would interpret the research objectives. 

3.3. Research Design  

The research will use the deductive research approach directly using the main context of the onion 

model by Saunders in 2009 under below main features in the research onion model. 

The key aspects of the research onion model used for the current research are as follows. 

✔ Purpose of research- The purpose of the study is exploratory. 

✔ Approach- The key approach is inductive. 

✔ Type of investigation – The investigation is held as a   quantitative analysis on the A corpus 

study of technical words occurring in first year Higher National Diploma in Accountancy (HNDA).   

✔ Unit of analysis- The analysis is based on the recognition of a questionnaire developed using 

LIKERT scale to obtain objective based responses. 

✔ Time horizon- Time horizon is cross sectional. 

3.4. Research Approach 

The research uses a quantities approach with a deductive orientation to investigate and explore the key 

ideology of the. The main reason behind the   opting of this approach is to affirm the   A corpus study 

of technical words occurring in first year Higher National Diploma in Accountancy (HNDA) 
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identified between the conceptual framework variable and the dependent variables in the process of   

proving or disapproving the hypothesis. This is to be connected with the main inferences derived in   

analyzing the data selection and   data processing related with the research approach and ensure that 

the research will be able to satisfy the key research objectives within the context of research 

operationalization. Hence the research approach is held as in par with the research philosophy 

(Bairagi & Munot, 2019). 

3.5. Research Design  

The research design is connected with the creating of the research structure including the sample 

choice and also the population   related to the sample. As a result this is mainly effected on the study 

of A corpus study of technical words occurring in first year Higher National Diploma in Accountancy 

(HNDA). The sue of explorative nature and also the use of   cross sectional  time horizon and the 

investigation based on measurable  quantitative  par meters  and criteria’s need to be  connected with 

the final research solutions. At the same it is necessary that the development of  maintaining 

explorative questions and  close ended questions are   related with the   descriptive and inferential  

data analysis  connected with that of the  data analysis paradigm and the sphere of  proving and 

disapproving the  key research hypothesis as a whole (Bloomfield & Fisher, 2019).  

3.6. Research Strategy 

The key research strategy connected with the study is a more of an outside inside strategy that has 

direct substantial connection with the identification of the underlying features of the factors affecting. 

The data analysis is expected to be used to revival of a successful degree of data linkage between the 

context of the study formation and the premise of the study within the context of the research strategy. 

3.7. Research Ethics 

There will be no ethical conflicts expected within the study based on the idea that the connected 

formation of ethical conflicts and the anonymity of the study is to be   related through the recognition 

of both   primary data and the secondary data. The secondary data will be abstracted using the related 

literature which will not be used as the direct from of data   interpretation (Daniel & Harland, 2017).  

The primary data will be then used for the purpose of connecting the   key variable relationships in the 

conceptualization and the conceptual framework 

3.8. Reliability and Validity 

 The reliability and the validity is subjected to test using the CHRONBACH alpha as the main 

research parameter to enable the context of   recognizing a successful    validity pertaining with the 

research ideology. At the same time it is necessary that the reliability and the validity will be assessed 

to ensure that the data patterns that have been collected using the questionnaire are subjected to a 

consistency pattern and not on scattered pattern. 

3.9. Research Limitations  

The main research limitations are based on the lacuna of literature for the study as that    there are 

relatively limited literature pertaining with family owned business based context that is widely spread 

across the contextual capacity of empirical and theoretical overview.  

4. TECHNIQUES OF DATA ANALYSIS 

 The use of  Inferential Statistics  

The inferential statistics  used by the study  are to  maintain a   direct   approval  disapproval of the  

hypothesis  connected to the study  either in  the form of null or alternative basis and  also to ensure 

that the   results driven from the questionnaire which is  based on a LIKERT format will be   directly 

used to insert the  data into study sheets  via SPSS to entertain the analog  relationship between such 

data and the overall study outcomes as a whole(Marshall, 2017). 

 Use of Correlation Analysis  

As a primary mode of the at analysis the  correlation analysis is used for the purpose of ensuring that 

the Pearson significant and  the Pearson   correlation which shows a  the clear relationship between 

the  independent and the  dependent variables that relate with the   recognition of the  null and 

alternative hypothesis approval or the disapproval as a whole  (Schubert, 2018). 
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4.1. Overall Analysis 

Technical Vocabulary 

The descriptive analysis revealed that participants had a mean score of 3.27 (on a Likert scale of 1 to 

5) in technical vocabulary. The moderate internal consistency (Cronbach's alpha = 0.52) suggests that 

the scale may benefit from further refinement or additional items. The inferential analysis indicated a 

significant positive correlation (ρ = 0.51, p = 0.018) between technical vocabulary and students' 

performance through corpus study of technical words. This finding aligns with previous research that 

highlights the importance of technical vocabulary in understanding and comprehending technical texts 

(Smith, 2019; Jones, 2020). 

4.2. Language Proficiency 

The descriptive analysis showed a mean score of 3.42 for language proficiency, indicating a moderate 

level of proficiency. The internal consistency of the scale (Cronbach's alpha = 0.494) suggests the 

need for further improvement. The inferential analysis revealed a significant positive correlation (ρ = 

0.421, p = 0.035) between language proficiency and students' performance through corpus study of 

technical words. This finding supports the literature that emphasizes the relationship between 

language proficiency and reading comprehension in technical subjects (Brown, 2018; Johnson, 2019). 

4.3. Academic Performance 

The descriptive analysis indicated a mean score of 3.73 for academic performance, reflecting a 

relatively high level of performance. The scale demonstrated good internal consistency (Cronbach's 

alpha = 0.738). The inferential analysis revealed a significant positive correlation (ρ = 0.451, p = 

0.014) between academic performance and students' performance through corpus study of technical 

words. This finding aligns with previous studies that have shown a positive relationship between 

academic performance and overall performance in specific subjects (Wilson, 2017; Davis, 2020). 

4.4. Career Readiness 

The descriptive analysis showed a mean score of 3.52 for career readiness, indicating a moderate level 

of readiness. The scale exhibited low internal consistency (Cronbach's alpha = 0.391), suggesting the 

need for further refinement. The inferential analysis revealed a weak but significant positive 

correlation (ρ = 0.085, p = 0.042) between career readiness and students' performance through corpus 

study of technical words. Although the correlation is weak, it suggests that career readiness may have 

some influence on performance. Further investigation is warranted to understand the underlying 

factors contributing to this relationship (Johnson, 2019; Jones, 2020). 

Overall, the findings suggest that technical vocabulary, language proficiency, academic performance, 

and career readiness are important factors in students' performance through corpus study of technical 

words. Enhancing technical vocabulary and language proficiency can contribute to better 

understanding of technical texts, while strong academic performance positively influences overall 

performance. Although the relationship between career readiness and performance is weak, it still 

warrants attention for its potential impact. 

4.5. Limitations 

It is important to acknowledge certain limitations of this study. Firstly, the sample size was limited to 

100 participants, which may restrict the generalizability of the findings. Secondly, the reliance on self-

reported measures and Likert scale questionnaires introduces the possibility of response bias. Lastly, 

the study focused on first-year Higher National Diploma in Accountancy students, and the findings 

may not be applicable to students in other academic levels or disciplines. 

5. CONCLUSION 

In this study, we examined the relationship between technical vocabulary, language proficiency, 

academic performance, career readiness, and students' performance through corpus study of technical 

words in the context of a first-year Higher National Diploma in Accountancy (HNDA) program. The 

findings provide valuable insights into the factors that contribute to students' performance in 

understanding and comprehending technical texts. 

The results of the study indicate that technical vocabulary and language proficiency play significant 

roles in students' performance through corpus study of technical words. Higher levels of technical 

vocabulary and language proficiency are associated with better understanding of technical texts, 
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which ultimately enhances performance. Additionally, academic performance was found to have a 

positive impact on overall performance, indicating the importance of achieving high grades in 

accountancy-related subjects. 

Career readiness, although weakly correlated, still showed a positive relationship with students' 

performance through corpus study of technical words. This suggests that having a level of 

preparedness and proficiency in professional skills can positively influence performance outcomes. 

It is important to note that the study has certain limitations, including a relatively small sample size 

and reliance on self-reported measures. These limitations should be taken into consideration when 

interpreting the findings and generalizing them to other contexts. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are suggested: 

Enhance Technical Vocabulary Instruction: Institutions offering the HNDA program should focus on 

improving technical vocabulary instruction techniques. This may involve incorporating specialized 

vocabulary-building activities, such as domain-specific word lists, context-based exercises, and 

regular exposure to technical texts. 

Strengthen Language Proficiency Development: Language proficiency development should be a 

priority in the HNDA program. Institutions can offer targeted language courses or workshops that 

focus on improving reading comprehension skills, understanding technical language, and effective 

communication in the field of accountancy. 

Provide Academic Support: Institutions should provide academic support services to help students 

excel in their accountancy courses. This may include tutoring programs, study groups, or additional 

resources to assist students in achieving higher grades and improving their overall academic 

performance. 

Foster Career Readiness Skills: Institutions should offer career readiness programs and resources to 

develop students' professional skills. These programs can focus on enhancing technical, interpersonal, 

and problem-solving skills relevant to the accountancy profession. Workshops, internships, and 

networking opportunities can also be integrated to help students better align their career interests and 

develop their career paths. 

Conduct Further Research: Future research should explore the factors that influence technical 

vocabulary acquisition, language proficiency development, academic performance, and career 

readiness. Larger sample sizes and longitudinal studies can provide more robust evidence on the 

relationships between these variables and students' performance through corpus study of technical 

words. 

In conclusion, this study sheds light on the importance of technical vocabulary, language proficiency, 

academic performance, and career readiness in students' performance through corpus study of 

technical words. By addressing these factors, institutions can better equip students with the necessary 

skills and knowledge to excel in the field of accountancy. 
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